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1 J"E have received the minutes of the business meeting of the 
Council of the National Association for the Protection of 
the Insane and the Prevention of Insanity, held at New York, 
November nth, of the past year. In addition to regular rou¬ 
tine business, the following resolutions were formulated and 
adopted : 

1. “Resolved: That Mary Putnam-Jacobi, M. D., Margaret A. 
Cleaves, M.D., E. C. Seguin, M.D., J. C. Shaw, M.D., be a com¬ 
mittee to take such steps as shall be best calculated to induce 
medical colleges, medical journals, and asylum authorities to do 
all in their power to diffuse a better knowledge of psychiatry 
amongst the profession, and to specially educate physicians who 
may desire a thorough knowledge of the subject. 

2. “ Resolved: That a committee of five, the chairman of 
which shall be president of our association, be appointed by the 
president to obtain facts and statistics relating to the methods and 

• use of restraint and the use of labor in the asylums of this coun¬ 
try. 

3. “ Resolved : That a committee of five be appointed to assist 
in the investigation the New York Senate Committee (appointed 
last winter by the New York Senate to investigate the condition 
of the insane, and management of the state lunatic hospitals, and 
county insane asylums of the state, and to report to the next 
legislature) is now making, in such a manner as shall be deemed 
advisable.” 
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The first of these committees, as appointed, consists of the 
chairman, Dr. Wilbur, Judge Andrews of Ohio, Dr. Reynolds 
of Iowa, Dr. Corbus of Illinois, and Hon. F. B. Sanborn of Mas¬ 
sachusetts. The second is made up of Drs. E. C. Seguin, M. 
Putnam-Jacobi, G. M. Beard, H. B. Wilbur, and Miss A. A. Che- 
vallier. 

It will be seen by this programme that this new association in¬ 
tends to make itselt felt as a motor for reform. That reform is 
needed in some places is sufficiently evident from the revelations 
before the above-mentioned Senate Committee and elsewhere, 
and it appears useless to expect it from the Association of Asylum 
Superintendents, the only heretofore constituted body dealing es¬ 
pecially with the questions of insanity. From the composition of 
these committees we look for good work to be reported at the 
meeting next June. 

Scarcely an asylum has been the subject of investigation in 
which some abuse has not been unearthed, or some phase of asy¬ 
lum management shown to be inadequate or faulty. Let the 
good work go on in a proper spirit. Let the modes of treatment, 
the amount and kind of medical service be carefully inquired 
into. Let it be ascertained how much care is taken to find out 
the real condition of a patient on entering an asylum, and how 
often they are seen. What are the appliances for treatment ? 
What are the principles of classification ? What pains is taken 
to watch nurses or attendants, to check the disposition toward 
cruel treatment to which the less scrupulous attendants are 
tempted ? Inquire into the financial management down to the 
minutest details once for all. Let all these things be done, not 
for the purpose of harrassing the medical officers of asylums, or 
in a spirit of fault-finding, but to find out where are the defects of 
asylum management in our own country, and how they may be 
removed. It is simply useless for asylum superintendents any lon¬ 
ger to expect those who may have friends or relatives in these in¬ 
stitutions, or even the general public, to remain quiet with the an¬ 
nual exposd of the bad results of our present system in this or that 
asylum. 
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We have received from Dr. J. J. Mason of New York City, 
on two different occasions, sets of micro-photographs of thin 
sections of the spinal cord at different levels, and under various 
powers. They are by Dr. Mason himself, and are from his own 
preparations. They are without exception the clearest and best 
photographs of nerve tissue we have ever seen. Taken altogether 
they are so exceptionally good as to be subjects for admiration. 
They are among the fruits of a prolonged study of the spinal cord 
in lower vertebrates, upon which the author has been long en¬ 
gaged. Fortunately Dr. Mason has the leisure, taste and means 
to enable him to pursue the scientific side of a study of the ner¬ 
vous system, and we shall look forward with pleasant anticipation 
to the final results of his unselfish labor, pursued for the love of 
science. 


THE “HAMMOND PRIZE” OF THE AMERICAN 
NEUROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The American Neurological Association offers a prize of five 
hundred dollars, to be known as the “William A. Hammond 
Prize,” and to be awarded at the meeting in June, 1882, to the 
author of the best essay on the Functions of the Thalamus Op¬ 
ticus in Man. 

The conditions under which this prize is to be awarded are as 
follows : 

1. The prize is open to competitors of all nationalities. 

2. The essays are to be based upon original observations and 
experiments on man and the lower animals. 

3. The competing essays must be written in the English, I'rench, 
or German language ; if in the last, the manuscript is to be in the 
Italian handwriting. 

4. Essays are to be sent (postage prepaid) to the Secretary of 
the Prize Committee, Dr. E. C. Seguin, 41 West 20th Street, New 
York City, on or before February 1, 1882 ; each essay to be 
marked by a distinctive device or motto, and accompanied by a 
sealed envelope bearing the same device or motto and contain¬ 
ing the author’s visiting card. 

5. The successful essay will be the property of the association, 
which will assume the care of its publication. 



